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Spring has sprung
Looking for wines that’ll absolutely
slay when the sun comes out?

STARBOROUGH MARLBOROUGH
SAUVIGNON BLANC 2016 $19
Incredibly juicy and tropical, this is a passionfruit
and lime fest if ever I tasted one. What’s more,
it’s so textural. Produced from two Awatere Valley
vineyards (Starborough + Long Lane) and a Wairau
site (O’Dwyers Farm) the resulting blend is a superconcentrated, lemongrass and sweet pea-soaked
sauvignon that’s crisp, crunchy and darn gorgeous.
Sip with: butter, parsley and garlic panko-crumbed
terakihi fillets baked in the oven.
finewinedelivery.co.nz
GRAHAM NORTON’S OWN “PINK BY DESIGN”
NEW ZEALAND ROSÉ 2017 $19
Here’s a case of “Norton Hemisphere meets
Southern Hemisphere”, where the eponymous Mr N
has totally embraced the winemaking process and
agreed to pretty much every example of wordplay
possible on the use of his initials. Crafted from pinot
noir sourced from around the country, it’s been
given just enough time on its skins to bleed a blush
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of pink into the juice before fermentation. I love the
aromatic waft of watermelon alongside raspberry,
cherry and buckets of tangy, tropical fruit in every
chilled glass.
Sip with: Thai fish cakes.
glengarrywines.co.nz
MATT CONNELL RENDITION
CENTRAL OTAGO PINOT NOIR 2016 $44
Matt’s one of the region’s most highly awarded
winemakers and this is his solo pinot project after
tenure at Olssens and Akarua. Produced from fruit
grown in Bendigo and Lowburn, it’s bottled with a
label designed by Taranaki artist Andrew J. Steel,
who has depicted Matt’s “meaningful things”.
Oozing savoury aromatics, seasoned leather, baked
cherries, hedgerow herbs and spicy intensity, it’s a
seriously sexy wine.
Sip with: roast wild pork leg.
mattconnellwines.com
Yvonne Lorkin
YVONNE LORKIN IS CO-FOUNDER AND CHIEF TASTING OFFICER
OF WINEFRIEND.CO.NZ AND A WINE WRITERS OF NZ MEMBER.

The eponymous Mr N has totally
embraced the winemaking
process and agreed to pretty
much every example of wordplay
possible on the use of his initials.
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